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STRIkE A pOSE:  
pHOTO BOOTH

Choose your equipment
•  A digital camera on a tripod with a timer. Choose the 10-second 

delay timer setting on your camera, including a countdown “flash”, 
letting your guest know when the photo will be taken. Some digital 
cameras also have a multi-shot feature while the self-timer is on. 
Check your camera’s manual for details. If you have a photo printer, 
you can connect the camera to a laptop to print photos afterward.

•  A laptop or pC with a built-in or external webcam. Matched 
with photo booth software, like Apple’s Photo Booth for Mac 
OS X and iOS, or CrazyCam for PCs, your computer may be 
the life of your party. The perk of photo booth software is that 
your guests don’t need to do more than touch a single key. After 
that, a countdown is given and multiple shots are taken using the 
computer’s webcam.

print and share
•  print them. You can print your photos right on the spot for guests 

to take home. Just pull out that memory card, pop it into the printer 
and print. Guests can even do it themselves. Better yet, enlist a 
willing teen to do the work for you. And, yes, you can always mail 
them after the party, too.

•  Have enough paper and ink. If you’re printing photos at your 
party, make sure you have enough paper and ink to handle your 
guest list! (Kids can melt down faster than an ice cream cake 
because theirs was the first photo that didn’t print.) 

Everyone loves the silliness that a photo booth inspires—and summer parties evoke a 
special kind of silly. Luckily, this is something you can DIY like a pro! Here’s how to make 
your own photo booth that’s as simple for you to set up as it is for guests to use. 

pRINTINg pOINTER

One-stop shopping

Save 20% on ink and paper when you purchase 
convenient HP Photo Value Packs.1 You’ll save time and 
ensure beautiful photos, too—Hp photo Value packs 
match the right ink with the right photo paper.
1 Compared with purchasing ink and photo paper separately.

There are a few different ways to set up a photo booth.

http://www.shopping.hp.com/en_US/home-office/-/products/Ink_Toner_Paper/HP%20Ink?jumpid=re_r602_ep_artgen_body_ipg_jun12_tippartybooklet
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STRIkE A pOSE:  
pHOTO BOOTH, CONT.

Set the stage
•  Backdrop: You can’t go wrong with a brightly colored curtain, 

sheet, or room divider. And, while solid colors will keep the focus 
on your guests, a cheery, patterned sheet in your party’s color 
scheme can breathe some fun into the photos. You might even put 
up a side “wall” to create a more “booth-like” atmosphere. Guests 
can become even sillier if they think no one is watching.

 •  Tape and chairs: Using masking tape, outline a box on the 
floor, showing guests what’s “in the shot” and what’s not. If your 
webcam is lower, on a table, have your guests sit in chairs to keep 
them from losing their heads in the shots.

•  props: Props and photo booths may be the new peanut butter and 
jelly (as in, they go together). From mustaches and glasses, to 
oversize treats, props help everyone get in the mood for hamming 
it up in front of the camera. Try these fun printable props, or 
include some of your own! Hats, ties, boas, umbrellas, and empty 
wooden picture frames are always a hit.

•  Signage: It’s always a good idea to put up a sign, telling guests 
that the sheet hanging in the corner of the room is a photo booth 
(and not some sort of fort). 
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MATERIALS

•  Scissors

•  Glue stick or tape

•  Craft sticks (if you don't have 

any craft sticks around, you 

can also use straws, pencils, 

or chopsticks!)

DIRECTIONS

1. Print

2. Cut along solid lines

3. Glue or tape props onto sticks
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Photo booth 
props

Download these free printable photo props from 
the HP Creative Studio (www.hp.com/create).

Don't forget to include directions 
so your guests know what to do! 

http://www.hp.com/hho/hp_create/party_kits_decorations-decorations-photo_props.html?ref=party_kits_decorations-decorations
http://www.hp.com/hho/hp_create/party_kits_decorations-decorations-photo_props.html?ref=party_kits_decorations-decorations
http://www.hp.com/create

